
Build your own practice ramp for

CrashCar Eggspert

Always, always, always be sure you’re using the current rules.  
On page 2 of the rules for CrashCar Eggspert you will see a 
sketch of the ramp, with the description ”ramps will be made 
from 8’ lengths of 1”x 4” pine lumber with 1” x 2” side guides.” 

At the tournament, your team won’t know the ramp 
angle until they’re ready to begin building their vehicle. 
Practice with the ramp at different slopes. The rules 
allow the ramp to be as steep as 60 degrees. You may 
be surprised to see how steep that is. At maximum slope 
the end of your 8 ft. long ramp will be 83 inches from 
the floor (almost 7 ft.)

When you visit your favorite 
lumber store and find the 
1 x 4 pine you will see that it 
actually measures 
3 1/2” x 7/8”, and 1 x 2 is 
really 1 1/2 x 7/8. 

That is the size you need. It should be smooth planed on all 
sides (not rough sawn- you will know the difference) 

Not specified in the rules, but described 
in a published FAQ...
The barrier will be 4 inches tall 
measured from the ramp surface the 
vehicle rolls on, fixed perpendicular to 
that surface.

Be sure to select pieces that are flat and straight. Sometimes lumber acquires some 
interesting shapes if it’s been sitting on the shelf too long. If the only boards you can find 
are warped or twisted, go to a different store. You will not be satisfied with the result. 
Don’t worry- Once your ramp is assembled, it will stay straight.
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Attach the side rails to the ramp base. Small nails or OK, but screws are better. 
(No. 6 x 1 1/2 drywall screws work well) A small bead of glue will make your ramp assembly 
rock solid. Be sure the barrier is firmly attached. Frequent impacts of fast moving vehicles 
will take a toll.

Find something (table or chair) to prop up the end of your ramp. As your designs improve 
and your team begins practicing with a steeper ramp, you may want to place a weight 
(brick, stack of books) in front of the barrier.  
You car’s inertia will try to move the ramp- be prepared.

Good Luck - Have Fun


