
Sample Test Questions 2015 
 

Note:  For each topic, there is an easy question and a more difficult question.  This gives you an idea of 

the range of material the students should know. 

Revolution & Rotation 

1. The scientific term for a planet’s trip around the sun is: 

a. Revolution 

b. Light Year 

c. Rotation 

d. Solstice 

 

2. Name a planet that rotates in a retrograde motion: __Venus or Uranus__ 

Units of Time 

3. It takes one day for the earth to spin once on its  ____axis____. 

 

4. How many days does it take for the earth to travel twice around the sun?      730____ 

Seasons 

5. The shortest day of the year is called: 

a. Vernal Equinox 

b. Temporal Anomaly 

c. Winter Solstice 

d. Autumnal Equinox 

 

6. Summer in the northern hemisphere occurs when the earth is the closest to the sun in the 

earth’s elliptical orbit.  (True or False) 

False.  (Actually, the Earth is nearly at aphelion at the summer solstice – the farthest 

from the sun it ever gets during its orbit) 

Phases of the Moon 

7. In what phase is the moon when we can see its entire face lit up?  ___Full____ 

 

8. Draw a picture of a waxing crescent moon: 
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Eclipses 

9. You can see stars in the daytime when a ____total solar eclipse_____ occurs. 

 

10. Why do annular eclipses occur?   The orbit of the moon is an oval (ellipse).  At the times when 

the sun, moon and earth are aligned, if the moon is at it’s farthest point from us (apogee), its 

apparent size is too small to totally cover the sun. 

Characteristics of Planets and Sun 

11. Which planet has the longest year? ____Neptune___________ 

 

12. Which planet was discovered by perturbation of another planet’s orbit? 

a. Neptune 

b. Uranus 

c. Ceres 

d. Saturn 

Celestial Sphere 

13. The point directly above your head is always called: 

a. North Celestial Pole 

b. Panasonic 

c. Celestial Equator 

d. Zenith 

 

14. The apparent path of the sun across our sky is called the ___ecliptic ___. 

 

Moons 

15. How many moons does Mars have?  What are their names? 

2 – Phobos, Deimos 

16. Which moon is the most volcanically active in our solar system? 

Jupiter’s moon Io 

Other members of our solar system 

17. Long period comets originate from the: 

a. Multi-verse 

b. Oort Cloud 

c. Black hole at the center of our galaxy 

d. Kuiper Belt 

18. Name 3 dwarf planets. 

Pluto, Ceres, Makemake, Haumea, Eris 


